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Reminder: Church clean-up following
worship this Sunday, April 30!

Dear friends,
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
While passing a drugstore candy aisle recently I noticed a sign: all Easter 70% off – Last
Week! That is to say, Easter is not only well past, but the leftovers have an expiration
date. In the Church, however, we’re just getting started.
Easter is a season that lasts Fifty Days, concluding with Pentecost seven weeks after
Easter Day. Beyond that, every Sunday of the year is a little Easter – we worship on
Sundays because Christ was raised on the first day of the week. Easter is the core of the
Christian story and the basic unit of Christian time. We ourselves are a part of the Easter
story because we are part of the church God has called through this Good News.
So what does that look like? How are you proclaiming that Christ is risen during this
Eastertide, in your daily living? What does it mean for our church to make that
proclamation?
Worship is at the center of that, of course – we proclaim the Good News and encounter
the living Christ in Word and Sacrament. In worship, we remind ourselves that in our
baptisms we have already died and risen with Christ, and that anyone who is in Christ is
already part of God’s new creation.
We are also doing a couple of new things – Easter proclamations of sorts. On Wednesday
nights, along with sharing a meal and worship, we are doing a collaborative art project
that will be ready by Pentecost. You don’t have to consider yourself an artist to take part –
this is an all-ages project and we need your help, too!
This next Sunday, May 7, we celebrate 130 years of mission and ministry since the
formation of the Scotch Presbyterian Church on May 3, 1887. As part of our celebration,
we will invite everyone who attends to pair off for some conversation, listening, and
storytelling. (If any of you are familiar with StoryCorps or other storytelling programs on
radio or podcast, you’ll have the general gist of what we’re doing). We will gather oral
history from members who have been here a long time, and those who are newer. Our
stories proclaim what God has done in the past, that God is doing new things right now,
and that God will continue to guide us in the future.

If you want to take part in either of these projects, but will not be present for worship on
May 7 or any of the Wednesday evenings, let me know – we’ll find a way for you to
participate!
Of course, none of these individual stories, whether they are told through conversation,
through art, through our actions of fellowship and service, are themselves the Easter
story. They are, however, ways we can use our speaking and our listening and our
creativity to proclaim the Good News that is greater than any one of us can fully speak:
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
We have in front of us more than another full month of Easter. What stories will we
proclaim?
See you in church!
Peace,
Pastor Kate

Upcoming Dates
May 7, 11:00 a.m.

Anniversary and Heritage
Celebration, followed by
Pot-luck Lunch. Bring a
dish and wear an outfit
representing your heritage.

May 14, 12:15 p.m.

Mission Committee
Meeting

May 21, 12:15 p.m.

Life of Church Meeting

June 4, 11:00 a.m.

Pentecost Worship
Service

June 11, 11:00 a.m.

Children’s Sunday and
Picnic

Weekly:
Sundays @ 10:00 a.m.
Mondays @ 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.

Choir rehearsal –
interested singers are
invited!
Craft group (knitting,
crocheting, etc.)
Eastertide intergenerational dinner and
faith formation series
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Anniversary and Diversity Sunday

Yard Sale Coming Up – May 13!

th

On May 7, we will be celebrating our 130
anniversary as a congregation worshiping
together. As we both look backward and
forward, we will have a piper and a reading
in Gaelic to remind us of our congregation’s
roots. We also ask you to wear an outfit
representing your heritage, recognizing the
diversity of our individual roots.

We’re in the final
push for our giant
yard sale on
Saturday, May
13. What can you
do?


Following worship, we will have a “potluck”
lunch. We ask you to bring a dish that in
some way is connected to your heritage—
perhaps where you were born or raised or
your ancestors were born. After lunch, we
will be recording oral histories of members
who have been part of our congregation for
many years.



Come early to hear the piper outside. And
stay for the wonderful diverse food!



—Carol Patey, Life of Church Committee



“Easter Proclamations”
Continues Wednesdays in May,
6:30-8pm

Donate good
items for selling at PCN’s table. We
need these items by Monday, May 8. If
you can, please put a suggested price
on these items. Either bring them on
Sunday mornings or coordinate with
Diana Linn or Donnie Dick on drop-off
times. (These items will be donated to
charity if they don’t sell.)
Bring coolers in advance for use at the
food table. (Mark with your name.)
Consider renting a space. Spaces are
still available, at $25 for a 10X10 space.
Help out the day of the sale. We need
help with set-up, directing vendors,
selling at the PCN table, selling food,
and clean-up.

Contact Diana or Mott Linn, Donnie Dick,
Sandy Robinson, or Val Lin to volunteer or
to get more information. Thank you!

On Wednesday nights during the Easter
Season (through May 31), join us as we
share a simple supper and brief worship
together, and continue our Easter
celebration through an intergenerational,
creative project. All ages are invited – we
need children, and older folks, and
everyone in between for this to come
together!

—Diana Linn, Resources Committee

Wellesley Whitin
Night
Many thanks to
Arlene Katris for
arranging our night
at the Wellesley
College observatory,
and to her daughter,
Dr. Kim Katris
McLeod, for the
special insights she
provided on the night
sky and our
Dr. Katris McLeod positioning
the telescope
universe. It was an
amazing night as we listened to a mindopening presentation on the cosmic dawn,

—Pastor Kate

The Easter Proclamations project is underway
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viewed the moon through the telescope,
and held pieces of meteors. We will do this
again, so stay tuned!

Race & Culture Dialogue Dinner
Recap
We were so excited to host a wonderful
community event, an Interfaith Dialogue
Dinner on Race & Culture last Sunday
evening. About 75 people attended from
several faith communities. The event was
co-sponsored by the Needham Interfaith
Clergy Association and the Cooperative
Metropolitan Ministries.

At the Whitin Observatory

One Great Hour of Sharing
One Great Hour of Sharing called on us all
to be “repairers of the breach” Isaiah: 58:112. Your response was overwhelming;
through your fish banks and other offering
you shared over $1,700 with those who are
in need. Your efforts help empower, provide
water, supply food, and give relief from
disasters. Through you, people across the
globe as well in our backyard are able to
feel God’s love and see God’s action in the
world. Those in need prayed and through
you they heard God say, ‘Here I am.’ .
Thanks for sharing!
— Mark Hellberg, Mission Committee

Lively discussions, an inspiring moderator, and great
fellowship at the dialogue dinner

As we shared our own stories in small
groups and listened closely to others, we
worked to bridge gaps in understanding and
develop empathy. The program was
facilitated by Rev. Karlene Griffiths Sekou,
an upcoming graduate with a M.Div. from
Harvard Divinity School. She has worked at
Judson Memorial Church in NYC, and is an
Many fish banks!
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active leader with Black Lives Matters and a
nationally sought after speaker and panelist.

5/28

Carol & David Patey, Val & Sam Lin

Special thanks to several PNC folks who
helped with set-up and clean-up, and to
Pastor Kate for connecting us to this event.

June 2017
6/04 Mott & Diana Linn, Jennifer Fuchs,
Erik Pedersen
6/11 PICNIC

— Sandy Robinson, Life of Church
Committee

Counters
April 2017
4/30 Sandy Robinson,
Diana Linn
May 2017
5/07 Bob Van Sickle, Sandie Van Sickle
5/14 Carol Patey, Erik Pedersen
5/21 Adriene Dick, Diana Linn
5/28 Nancy McIlwrath, Barbara Collishaw
June 2017
6/04 Sandy Robinson, Diana Linn
6/11 Mark McCoy, Betty MacIver
6/18 Carol Patey, Erik Pedersen
6/25 Bob Van Sickle, Sandie Van Sickle

PCN Giving to Date
Current Year
Weekly giving as of Mar. 31, 2017
Budgeted as of Mar. 31, 2017

$ 20,460
25,000

Amount ahead or behind budget

$–4,540

Prior Year
Weekly giving as of Mar. 31, 2016

$–21,813

2017 vs 2016 as of Mar. 31, 2017

$ –1,353

Fellowship Hour
and Greeters

Contact Info for Pastor
Rev. Kate Carlisle, 781.444-3728, Ext. 13

April 2017
4/30 Donnie &
Adriene Dick, Kay
Dick

pastor@needhampresbyerian.org

Comments or suggestions on the
newsletter? Address changes?
Please contact Carol Patey
(carolpatey@gmail.com) or the church
office (781.444.3728) if you have any
comments, suggestions, or address
changes.

May 2017
5/07 ANNIVERSARY POTLUCK LUNCH
5/14 Sandy & Doug Robinson, John
Charters
5/21 Nancy McIlwrath, Agnes MacPhail,
Joanne MacPhail-Walsh, Sue
McIlwrath

June newsletter deadline: May 30.
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Presbyterian Church in Needham
We’re having a Yard Sale and it is a great opportunity
to sell your “stuff” too!
At the best location in Town –

The corner of Great Plain & Central Avenues!

May 13, 2017
10 x 10 Plots
Available
$25 per spot
Nothing to sell – You can Still HELP
We need your HELP to make this event a success!! If you don’t have a need to rent a space, but
want to help PCN …..
•
•
•
•
•

Consider being there in the morning to help vendors find their spots and get organized (Boy
Scouts are willing to help the vendors unload)
We will be selling refreshments and will need help setting up, selling and all that goes with
that
PCN will have its own booth and we will need help setting up, selling and closing
Clean up….. we will be having a charity come by for the items that don’t sell, but there will be
yard, kitchen and facility clean up that will need to happen
Can’t be there on the 13th, but still want to help? Maybe assist with outlining the 10 x 10 spots
or by helping to organize the items to sell, or helping to help get the refreshments in order

• How about helping by bring some items for the PCN booth – Please have
your items, priced and at PCN by the 8th of May. Please note we will be
donating all items to Charity after the sale.

Lots of ways to help so please see Sandy Robertson, Val Lin, Donnie
6 or Mott Linn
Dick or Diana

